Testament of a Walker
By R. K. Narayan (1906-2001)

Instructions for the students: This material contains the explanation of the second chapter of
Alternative English course. The students are requested to read the main text given in the form of
images along with the explanation given below.

About the Author
Rasipuram Krishnaswami lyer Narayanaswami, popularly known as R.K. Narayan was a leading
author of Indian literature in English and well known for his works set in the fictional South Indian
town named Malgudi. He has conferred the Sahitya Akademi Award for English, for his novel
'The Guide' in 1960. His writing style was marked by its simplicity and the use of subtle humour.
His stories focused on ordinary people and everyday situations.

'Testament of a Walker' is an excerpt from Narayan's collection of essays titled A Writer's
Nightmare. The essay is narrated in first person and takes a humorous look at the woes faced by
the author, a worried owner of an imported car. The narrator describes his experiences of owning
the imported car while making a strong case for using our own feet which are capable of
functioning without petrol or gears.

Point wise explanation:
Introduction to author's car:

The essay begins in first person with the author explaining about few people who do not appreciate
music, others who have no eye for art. He puts himself in a similar category by saying that he is
immune to the finer values of a car. For him, a car is a means of transportation and he is blind to
all other features that the car is loaded with. Despite of having this attitude, he became the owner
of an imported car that was flashy and sophisticated. Experts in the field of automobiles (Auto
pundits) would be excited to see the unique installations in the car and its features. The author did
not understand the purpose of the different buttons and gadgets installed in the car and preferred
to leave them alone. During the ten years that he used the car, the air conditioner was used for only

thirty minutes, averaging to three minutes a year. The author's driver preferred to have the window
open so that he could indicate right or left turns by thrusting his arm out. He also gesticulated at
erring pedestrians and addressed them quite loudly. When the air conditioner was turned on, the
glass would have to be raised, and it would prevent him from doing all these things. So he felt
restricted in the confines of the car with the glass raised and the situation was quite gloomy. He
was also conditioned to hearing the noise of the traffic, all of which made him proceed ahead
confidently.

Rediscovering the Use of Feet:

The author does not regret his lack of automobile sensibility and strongly believes that man is
meant to walk. It is for this reason that man has been given a pair of legs that can work without
petrol or gears. This philosophy makes him indifferent to talk of petrol hike. He says thar the hiking
will end after reaching a point from where it cannot go further and once that happens, people will
start walking and oil and other petroleum products will not be in demand. The author also mentions
how he has been planning to write about this philosophy in a book titled 'Testament of a Walker'
for a long time.
He talks about the time when he used to walk ten miles a day, both in the morning and evening.
He still continues to walk, though not as much as he previously used to. He also mentions that if
bad weather prevents him from going outdoors, he walks in his verandah, though for the onlookers
he may look like a caged bear pacing up and down. He says that for a person with his thinking,
owning a car is an anachronism and having an imported one, a nuisance.

Author's privacy:

The author treasures his privacy and prefers being anonymous. These are lost when he travels in
his flashy car. He compares it to sitting in a howdah atop an elephant in the ancient times and
hoping to go unnoticed. The author lives in the city of Mysore, where the whole town knows each
other and about one another's movements. This would lead to embarrassment for the author as he
avoids public engagements and invitations by offering the excuse that he would be out of town.
But riding his car after such excuses exposed his lies.

Costly Repairs:

The author is also fearful of his driver testing the car's ability to attain full speed in two minutes.
At the workshop, he had noticed the battered remains of several cars which had been crushed
beyond recognition. The author was quite disturbed when a mechanic cheerfully assured him that
they were capable of repairing the inflicted damages, at a cost of thirty or forty thousand rupees.
Since the author's car was not an ordinary one, he would have to seek service from the authorised
workshop, located a hundred miles away in Bangalore. So he had to travel a long distance
whenever the car needed any assistance.

Special Service at a Special Price: description of the workshop:

At the workshop in Bangalore, a team of experts would give suggestions on the parts to be repaired
or replaced. They would direct him to an exclusive shop, that stocked spare parts for imported
cars. Everything from a small screw to a whole engine would be available at a price fit for royalty.
The shop was catered to the elite ( high class sophisticated people) where the customer was
expected to kindly part with his cash without questioning the price. The author feared that he would
soon become bankrupt going by the amount of money he spent on repairing the car.

Missing Parts:

One day, two cyclists collided and fell on the author's car, because of which the parking light on
the left side of the car was damaged. He would be able to buy the light from the exclusive shop
at a cost of two thousand rupees. The mechanic informed him that only the glass cover of the
light was broken and they could fabricate a cover in plastic. He removed the whole assembled
part and left. When the author visited the workshop again and asked about the parking light, the
mechanic said that he did not remember anything about taking the light away and was sure that

he had given it back. He said that he had a rule to not to keep things with him. The author
remarked that it was impossible that both the author and the mechanic could be right at the same
time. One of them might be under an illusion or hallucination.
Author's Decision:

This incident proved to be a turning point and the author was horrified at the trouble he had gone
through and the expenses incurred for a car, of which he did not have much use. He felt that

acquiring this car was the most unwise decision he had ever made in his life. He decided to get rid
of it at the earliest and devote his energies again to writing.
He again speaks about a friend who does not trust the mechanics in our country and thus repairs
his imported car himself. He spends all his time in collecting spare parts so he can use it whenever
required. He advised the author not to put away his car, but to buy a similar model of his car so
that tha necessary parts could be transferred from one car to another. It will be cheaper for him and
the author could later sell the shell of the car to a person who wants to oepn a tea stall by the
wayside. Another suggestion was that, the author could himself convert the shell of the car into a
small garden house in his own residential compound. Nevertheless the author did not accept his
advice.

